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Statement

What we are writing this policy to address and do

The planet is currently heading toward the Sixth Mass Extinction brought about by human
impact on the Earth's ecosystem. Ecocide has significantly increased in the time that
schooling has become a global mainstream institution, which raises the question, if
"educated" people are unwittingly poisoning the planet, what kind of education is that? This
policy addresses the hidden curriculum of mainstream education, which could be influencing
the rise in ecocide human behaviours, and provides eco-literate alternatives.

Eco-literacy is not just an activity; it is a way of life reflected in our attitude, language, beliefs
and habits. The practice of Eco-literacy is significant for all those creating, maintaining and
holding the space for learners, their families and the wider community — we cannot direct
people on the path we do not walk.

Aims

What we want to achieve with this policy

We aim to establish and maintain an ecologically sound environment, both indoors and
outdoors, to enable the teaching-environment that can embed eco-literate thinking and
behaviour through total immersion and practical experience.

We seek to develop an eco-literacy lens for attendees and participants in Lerntree activity.
We carefully consider the environmental impact of our behaviour and activities, purchases,
materials, and physical learning environments. Our environmental responsibility includes the
right to accept or turn away materials entering the environment to comply with the
zero-waste target of the learning environment.

While we seek to educate, teach and develop eco-literacy skills with a zero-waste target, we
understand that we live in a culture where this target is not always possible.



Objectives
Itemised checklist of how we carry out the policy

Nature connection: We provide time to connect and form a sense-of-belonging in
nature by spending time outdoors in all weathers, seasons, and a variety of
landscapes. We recognise the critical importance of developing a sense-of-belonging
in nature in childhood, which has been recognised as an antidote to overwhelming
feelings and states of despair and hopelessness, and is the foundation for
environmental care in adults.

Connection and interconnection: We consider the connection and interconnection
of the biosphere, life cycles, and ecosystems, as well as our role within them, by
observing and experiencing the life cycles of plants, animals, and the seasons
around us.

Caretakers: We take care of plants, animals, insects, land, water, air, and materials
by imposing the right amount of human impact and providing the necessary aid.
Zero-waste target, circular economy and sustainability: We consider the qualities
of materials we use, source from sustainable sources, choose for their non-toxic
properties how to effectively return waste back into the cycle. Circular-thinking is key
to working in a sustainable way with a zero-waste approach. We use the
catchphrase, "leave no trace".

Seasonal celebrations: We bring attention to our place in the ecosystem by
celebrating nature's seasonal rituals in an eco-literate way. We make eco-literate
adjustments to widely celebrated events and rituals when considering gifts, wrapping,
decorations, costumes, and activities.

Inspiration: Inspired by existing models that operate with a zero-waste target and
sustainability, we visit places and projects that further our knowledge and
understanding of eco-literacy. We seek opportunities to learn from others and work
alongside and collaborate with existing organisations.

Mapping in: We offer authentic, first-hand, real-life learning experiences in context,
for young people to map in their world.

Outcome

To provide a living example of an education model that embodies and teaches eco-literacy
through the hidden curriculum. Participants will learn in an environment that provides
immediate and long-term positive environmental impact, for the ecosystem, individuals and
communities that we work in.

Definitions
Definition of ‘eco-literacy’

To think holistically, think about the circular economy and the entire ecosystem

To evaluate all materials brought into the environment and how they will impact the
environment in the short-term and the long-term

Make choices for the collective best outcome, creating sustainable human
communities



e The understanding that we are part of nature and play a role in the interconnection of
everything
Understanding that the living web of natural systems makes Life on Earth possible
Knowing the individual flora and fauna species in the immediate local ecosystem

Definition of ‘circular economy’ & ‘circular-thinking’

e A circular economy is a system aimed at eliminating waste and the continual
extraction of resources. The circular-thinking is the model of behaviour where we
consciously think to choose, use and dispose of the materials we use, taking full
responsibility for our purchasing, actions and the environmental impact

e As educators, we apply the circular-thinking model to the physical learning
environment. We consider the land, buildings, infrastructure, educational materials,
art materials, tools, equipment; extending to cleaning products, food, drink and
hygiene

Definition of ‘sustainability’
‘If we can keep doing it and the environment is not damaged in any way, it is sustainable.’

e We consider the wider impact of the materials we bring into our circular-thinking; the
production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services, in relation to natural
resources, social equity, location, and how ethical the companies and organisations
that we source from are

e Sustainability is meeting our own current needs without compromising future
generations' ability to meet their own needs

Definition of ‘zero-waste'

e Zero-waste is a set of principles focused on waste prevention. Nothing we dispose of
is sent to landfills, incinerators, off shore or dumped into the ocean

e The products procured are reused, or they break down without releasing toxins and
harmful chemicals into the environment

Definition of ‘ecocide’
The destruction of the natural environment by deliberate or negligent human action

Defining ‘content & conditions’

Content; activities, tools, and materials we provide

Conditions: 1/ We provide the continual application of the circular-thinking and
sustainability. 2/ We provide, furnish and maintain our indoor and outdoor
environment

Definition of ‘composting’

The practical skill of composting our own waste offers learners a real-life context when
learning to apply circular-thinking, the lens to sort safe biodegradable waste, the habit of
composting.



Section 1 Lens Development

We will constantly be assessing all materials we want, need and bring into the learning
environment to develop our eco-literacy lens.

All Materials for the Learning Environment

All materials we bring into the learning environment (including stationery, educational
equipment, art supplies, games, puzzles, outdoor tools and equipment) will be assessed on
the following:

e Circular-thinking - the impact and exit of the material
e Sustainable — our choices supporting best outcomes for all
e Packaging awareness — what invisible products are we buying

All play provision materials (open-ended-loose-parts and fixed landscape features) will be
passed for being multi-purpose for play;

e Multi-purpose
e Authentic real objects (no replicas)

All daily living materials (food, cleaning products and utensils) will also consider the
following;

Cleaning products must be safe to return to the ecosystem (non-toxic)

Bulk buying

Refill shopping

Make and grow-your-own to avoid packaging and food miles

Utensils are chosen for longevity, non-plastic, refillable, purposeful/necessary

Circular-thinking — inside our immediate environment

We actively use the circular-thinking model when providing content and condition for inside
and outdoor learning environments, as well as for our organisational requirements. We are
mindful of;

e Consumerism (enter: what we bring into the learning environment)
e Consumption and impact (impact: what we use and how we use it)
e Waste (exit: what goes out of the learning environment)

Sustainable Thinking - outside our immediate environment
We actively consider the sustainability of our actions and those we work with. Considerations
include;

Socially ethical

Mass and batch production

Buy local

Long-life products

Long-term impact on the ecosystem
Refill and repair



Section 2 Procedure

The procedure expands on how we apply the theory to practical daily happenings.
The role rests with the adults who are leading the learning environments.

Part 1: Practical

e Collect rubbish at the beginning and end of every outdoor session to take away and
dispose of safely at waste collection and composting points
e Avoid using materials containing poisons and toxins eg.;

- aerosols

- batteries

- products that contain mercury

- hazardous household products such as oven and drain cleaners
- bug killers and sprays, mouse poison, pesticides and weed killers

Compost all compostable material
Dispose of all liquids safely
Avoid using recycling and landfill/incinerator bins where possible

Part 2: Refusing Procedure

A key part to working with a zero-waste target is to refuse certain materials from entering the
learning environment. While we hold responsibility for our personal items and the learning
environment setting, we are only partly responsible for items that families bring with them.

When materials for use in the learning environment are brought into the learning
environment that; a/ Cannot return to the eco system safely, b/ come from an unsustainable
source, ¢/ Are not necessary, then we have the following options to help return the
environment to our Eco-literate standard;

e Return items
e Put away until the end of the session
e Remove rubbish to be disposed of safely



